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Synopsis

Perhaps Studs TerkelA¢a -4,¢s best-known book, Working is a compelling, fascinating look at jobs
and the people who do them. Consisting of over one hundred interviews conducted with everyone
from gravediggers to studio heads, this book provides a timeless snapshot of peopleA¢a -4,¢s
feelings about their working lives, as well as a relevant and lasting look at how work fits into

American life.

Book Information

Paperback: 640 pages

Publisher: The New Press (February 28, 1997)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1565843428

ISBN-13: 978-1565843424

Product Dimensions: 5.4 x 1.7 x 8.2 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.6 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.3 out of 5 stars 92 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #18,320 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #14inA A Books > Business &
Money > Economics > Labor & Industrial Relations #15inA A Books > Politics & Social Sciences
> Politics & Government > Specific Topics > Labor & Industrial Relations #123 inA A Books >

Business & Money > Human Resources

Customer Reviews

A deep penetration of American thought and feeling . . . A celebration of individuals . . . A
masterpiece. -- Los Angeles TimesAn enormous amount of exciting material. . . . An incredible
abundance of marvelous beings. . . . A very special electricity and emotional power. -- The New
York Times Book ReviewAn impressive achievement . . . A very valuable document. No journalist
alive wields a tape recorded as effectively as Studs Terkel. -- NewsweekRemarkable . . . the range
is enormous. . . . Work is the theme and we learn a lot about these trades. -- The Wall Street
JournalSplendid . . . Important . . . Rich and fascinating . . . The people we meet are not digits in a
poll but real people with real names who share their anecdotes, adventures, and aspirations with us.
-- Business WeekThe real American experience . . . The poetry of real people . . . The hardness of
real lives . . . A grand subject and a splendid book. -- Chicago Daily News[A] magnificent book . . ..

A work of art. To read it is to hear America talking. -- Boston Globe



Studs Turkel records the voices of America. Men and women from every walk of life talk to him,
telling him of their likes and dislikes, fears, problems, and happinesses on the job. Once again,
Turkel has created a rich and unique document that is as simple as conversation, but as subtle and
heartfelt as the meaning of our lives.... --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of

this title.

This book should be required reading for congress critters and for employers. These are the words
and experiences of Real Peole, doing the Real Work that keeps the rest of us functioning. These
are the people who grow, process, and serve our food; who construct the stuff we need; who take
care of us and our families; who clean up after us. These are the builders and maintainers who are
too often underpaid and overworked, but who carry on with courage, devotion, and humor. Highly

recommended.

Terkel has put together a valuable compilation of interviews that share important views into the
psyche of the American worker. There are pieces from all types of people - factory workers, waiters,
stewardesses, even teenagers. Being able to see first hand how various people feel about their job
and the behind the scenes issues they have to deal with is really interesting and in some cases, eye
opening. My only issue is that the book is very limited to what Terkel wants us to see. Some

sections, for example, only have stories from women when a man’s perspective would be welcome.

This is a fantastic book and I'm only 1/4 into it. The personal words by so many working people is a
glimpse into life in the early 1980’s before so many societal changes in modern times. A wonderful
sociological text. After reading this , | can see now, how we’ve changed into a service economy. So
many tedious/hard jobs have been replaced by automation. The book can be read in short doses

because of its brief chapters. | can’'t say enough good things about this book.

Terkel is an amazing writer -- or perhaps editor, or even interview. Whatever he should be classified
as, his work on these books is unparalleled and deeply revealing. Totally satisfied with the Kindle

format as well.

| read this book a few years ago and found it so interesting that | decided to start a website ([...])
based on the book. It isn’t a fast read, but has bite sized stories which one can read on the train.

Oral histories always read well and this is no exception.



Oldie but goodie. An entertaining and informative read. Easy to read increments.

Still good reading and even more meaningful 40 some years later as many of these jobs have

disappeared.

The book is out dated. Things have changed a lot since it was writen.| read the entire book it was
hard to put down. Good book to read iftime is limited. Most stories are only three or four pages.
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